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EDITORIAL 
A Message ta Readers of Historia Mathematics 
As we begin a new year, and the first issue of the nineteenth volume of Historiu 
Muthematica, I am pleased to take this opportunity on behalf of the International 
Commission on History of Mathematics to wish all of the journal’s readers a 
healthy and prosperous 1992. May this be an especially productive and successful 
year for everyone! 
This volume of the journal is noteworthy for several reasons. Above all, it is 
longer, containing substantially more pages than in the past-about which more 
in a moment. Of particular significance to the Commission and its current projects, 
the new list of “members” printed on the back cover is also of special importance, 
Commission members serve as official liaisons between the ICHM and historians 
of mathematics in their respective countries. To all those who have just completed 
(sometimes lengthy) terms as former members, the Commission extends its warm- 
est thanks, and to those who have just accepted new positions as members, the 
ICHM extends a hearty welcome. The Commission hopes to appoint additional 
members for countries not currently represented before the end of 1992. 
In the past, the position of Commission “members” has been largely honorific, 
and while this has not changed, the Commission hopes that in the future its 
members will take an increasingly active role in communicating local news of 
interest to the editors of Hisroriu Mathemarica, and in bringing information from 
the Commission to the attention of historians of mathematics in their own coun- 
tries. Members are currently active, in fact, in canvassing their colleagues as the 
Commission undertakes a major revision of its international directory. 
At its most recent meeting during the 1989 International Congress for History 
of Science in Hamburg, Germany, the ICHM Executive Committee agreed that a 
new edition of the World Directory of Historians of Mathematics should be pre- 
pared in time for the next international congress to be held in Zaragoza, Spain, 
during the summer of 1993. With this goal in mind, and with the help of its members 
around the world, the Commission is currently compiling a completely revised third 
edition in which we intend to increase significantly the accuracy and usefulness of 
the Directory. The third edition will not only include more information than either 
of its predecessors, including fax numbers and electronic-mail addresses that may 
be accessed through university computer networks, but will also collect (but not 
publish) biographical and a limited amount of bibliographical information. 
This effort to obtain bio-bibliographic information from historians of mathemat- 
ics as we compile the new edition of the World Directory is related to another 
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project which the International Commission has also undertaken-the compilation 
of an extensive data base for historians of mathematics. Eventually we hope 
this may include individual resumes, a photographic archive, and other useful 
information about historians of mathematics not readily-or systemati- 
cally-available elsewhere. 
With both of these projects in mind, the Commission urges readers of Historia 
Mathematics to copy and complete the questionnaire described in greater detail 
in the “News and Notices” section of this issue of the journal. We would greatly 
appreciate readers’ filling out the form as completely and accurately as possible. 
Please return it to the Commission’s Secretary, Professor Kirsti Andersen, at the 
address provided on the form at your earliest convenience. Readers are also 
encouraged to distribute copies of this form to colleagues who should also be 
included in the new edition of the World Directory by virtue of their research, 
publications, or teaching in the history of mathematics. 
Of more immediate interest to readers of Historia Mathematics, however, is 
news about the journal itself. One of the major responsibilities of the ICHM, in 
fact, is the well-being of its quarterly journal. In concert with its editors and with 
the longstanding cooperation of Academic Press, the Commission has overseen 
the growth of the journal from its infancy as an offset Newsletter to a typewritten 
quarterly initially produced at the University of Toronto, to the current typeset 
format published by Academic Press. Despite increasing costs of production, 
paper, printing, and postage, and the ever-present pressures of inflation, thejournal 
has remained competitive (compared to most other scholarly journals of similar 
scope and quality), with only modest increases in its annual subscription rate. 
However, as a reflection of both expanding interest in the history of mathematics 
and the professionalization of the discipline over the past decade, the demands 
upon the journal for space have grown substantially. As the editors receive increas- 
ingly larger numbers of manuscripts for consideration, the number accepted for 
publication and the time each must wait for production become ever greater. After 
careful consideration of various alternatives, and in consultation with the editors 
and Academic Press, the current volume of Historia Mathematics will increase 
its total annual number of pages by more than 15%, with only a minor increase in 
the annual subscription rate. This, we are confident, will benefit all aspects of the 
journal-enabling not only publication of more articles per year, but increased 
coverage of news to the profession, reports of meetings, book reviews, and ab- 
stracts. 
As Historiu Mathematics approaches its 20th anniversary, the ICHM looks 
forward to celebrating this event during the next International Congress for History 
of Science at Zaragoza in the summer of 1993. We welcome the opportunity this 
will provide for seeing old friends and making new ones. In the meantime, on 
behalf of the International Commission on History of Mathematics, I am pleased 
to take this opportunity to express our continuing thanks to Academic Press, and 
to the editors of Historia Mathematics, Eberhard Knobloch (Berlin), David Rowe 
(New York), Karen Parshall (Charlottesville), and David Zittarelli (Philadelphia). 
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We can all be grateful for the time and effort they give to ensuring that every issue 
of the journal includes the best in scholarship and the latest in news and research 
on history of mathematics from virtually every comer of the world. 
JOSEPH W. DAUBEN 
Chairman 
International Commission on History of Mathematics 
